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CLAIMS 



rming 




1. In a wireless communication system, a method for^p* 
2 handoff comprising the steps of: ^^^^^^ 

)/\ at a first station, determining whenajiandoff is necessary; 
4 1/ /*y ^receiving a indication ofjijafe^uality of signals transmitted by said first 

station; and ^^^^^^ 
6 s^s^T^f^^ioxxxxm^ said handoff when said indication of link quality 

_p£«igrials transmitted by said first base station. 

2. The irlethod of Claim 1 wherein said indication of the link quality 
2 comprises po)A^r control commands for controlling the transmission energy of 

said first station. 
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3. The method Claim 1 wherein said first station is a subggnDer 
2 station and said step of selectively performing said handoff comprjse^the steps 
of: 

4 \ selecting a base station to transmit to said subgprfber station; 

\ determining in accordance with said ki^idation of link quality whether 
gnals transmitted by said subscriber station are of being received by said 
selected base station with sufficient^rfergy; and 

performing handoff tc^3aid selected base station when said step of 
determining indicates th^Tsignals transmitted by said subscriber station are of 
being received by sakfselected base station with sufficient energy. 



4. >/The method of Claim 3 wherein said step of performing handoff 
comprjg^s transmitting a message indicating the identity of said selected base 
station. 




5. The method of Claim 4 wherein said message further indicates a 
2 requested rate of transmission by said selected base station. 

6. The method of Claim 4 wherein said step_of_transr 
Jfssage comprises spreadingj-message indica'Hve'ofsaid requested rate by a 

/^spreading code selected in accordance with said selected base station. 
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7. The method Claim 1 wherein said first station is a subscril 
station and said step of selectively performing said handoff compri§es*-tfte steps 
of: 

determining that a base station used te^communicate with said 
subscriber station continues to have to hayefihe strongest signal received by 
said subscriber station; 

determining in accordanc^with said indication of link quality whether 
signals transmitted by saidsubscriber station are of being received by said 
selected base station^wtfth sufficient energy; and 

forcing^ar^handoff to an alternative base station when said step of 
deternmMfig indicates that signals transmitted by said subscriber station are not 
beirfg received by said selected base station with sufficient energy. 



comprises power 
said first station. 
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8. The mjbthod of Claim 3 wherein said indication of the link quality 
control commands for controlling the transmission energy of 



ethod of Claim 4 wherein said indication of the link quality 
comprises power control commands for controlling the transmission energy of 
said first station. 



10. The method of Claim 5 wherein said indication of the link quality 
comprises power control commands for controlling the transmission energy of 
said first station. 



11. The /method of Claim 6 wherein said indication of the link quality 
comprises power/ control commands for controlling the transmission energy of 
said first station, j 



12. The method of Claim 7 wherein said indication of the link quality 
comprises power control commands for controlling the transmission energy of 
said first station, 



13. The 
2 comprises a rate 



method of Claim 1 wherein said indication of the link quality 
request message. 
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14. The method of Claim 3 wherein said indication of the link quality 
comprises a rate request message. 
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15. The method of/Claim 4 wherein said indication of the link quality 
2 comprises a rate request message. 

16. The method of Claim 5 wherein said indication of the link quality 
2 comprises a rate request message. 

17. The method of Claim 6™4rerein said indication of the link quality 
2 comprises a rate request message. ]/ 

18. The method of Claim 7 wherein said indication of the link quality 
2 comprises a rate request message. 
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